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Welcome to Church of the Cross!  We’re mighty glad you’re here!  Out of love for our neighbors, 
we ask that you keep masks on over your nose and mouth for the entirety of the service, particularly while 
singing.  When we come by to distribute communion, kindly keep your mask on until the clergy have 
moved at least six feet away from you before slipping the Sacrament under your mask to receive it. 

Bathrooms are in the brown building next to the “Wooley Bros. Livery” building on “Main Street.” 
If you need to move for any reason during the service, we ask that you do so maintaining as much 

physical distance between you and other congregants as possible. 
Offering baskets are on the table near the entrance to the worship area.  We invite one another 

to place our offering in the basket on our way out of worship.  Thank you! 
 

Gather… 
 

A Prayer at the Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Prayer Leader: Loving Lord, your light shines in the darkness.  We light this single candle, a reminder to 
keep awake and await you with hope.  Fill us up.  Shine in us.  Light our way.  Fill us with expectation.  
Prepare our hearts to receive you anew.  Give us eyes to see you in the faces of family and friends, 
strangers and neighbors.  And then, we pray, give us every grace to seek and follow your will, to the glory 
of your Name and the welfare of your people.  Amen. 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel/Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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Presider:  Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
People:   And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever!  Amen! 
Presider:  Lord, have mercy; 
People:   Christ, have mercy; 
Presider:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Opening Prayer: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Listen… 
 
The First Reading: I Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 
just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, 
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called 
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader:   The word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel:  Mark 13:24-37 
 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  Then 
they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
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Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message 
 
The Prayers 
 
Prayer Leader: Good morning, Lord.  We are your people gathered in peace to pray to you, and we love 
you.  We pray for all people in their daily life and work; 
People:  For our families and friends, for neighbors and strangers, and for those who are alone. 
 
Prayer Leader: We pray for our households and neighborhoods; for this community, the nation, and the 
world; 
People:  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Prayer Leader: We pray for the just and proper use of your creation; 
People:  For those who suffer hunger, want, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Prayer Leader: We pray for all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People:  For those who are present with the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
Prayer Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People:  For all who share the Gospel, in deed and word, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
Prayer Leader: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Andy, Jeff, Kai, and Hector our Bishops; and for all 
bishops and other ministers. 
People:  For all who serve you, Lord God, in the World and in the Church. 
 
Prayer Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; and we exalt you, O God our King; 
People:  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Prayer Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Lord, 
let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People:  Who put their trust in you. 
 
Prayer Leader: I invite us to offer our own thanksgivings or intercessions, either silently or aloud… 
An open space for the congregation to offer our own prayers… 
 
Prayer Leader: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
All:  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
Presider: Almighty God has mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthens you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Do… 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: With grateful hearts, merciful Lord, we gather at this table to give you thanks and praise 
for every gift; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

By his death Christ has destroyed death; and by his rising to life again has brought hope and 
healing for all people.  In your mercy, you sent him to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, and to teach us to love you and our neighbors as ourselves. 
 He stretched out his arms upon the cross that we, and all the world, might be reconciled with you, 
one another, and in our very selves. 
 And so at your table, we again pray this ancient story:  On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
People:  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 
Presider: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this offering of praise and 
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
All:  Amen! 
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The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Presider breaks the consecrated wafer… 
Presider: Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast!  Alleluia! 
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion is received in one kind only.  The bread distributor will come to you where you are seated.  
Please remain masked until after you have received the bread. 
 

Go… 
 

Prayer of Sending: 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we 
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Deacon: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
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The Episcopal Church of the Cross 
Currently gathering on Sundays at 9:30 AM at Star Hill Ranch 

15000 Hamilton Pool Road 
www.ecclaketravis.org; www.facebook.com/ecclaketravis; 512-695-2803 

The People of Church of the Cross, Ministers of the Gospel 
The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, Bishop 

Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher and the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan, Suffragan Bishops 
The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso, Assistant Bishop 

Niki Taylor-Jeff, Office Administrator; office@ecclt.org 
Jon Slimack, Minister of Children and Youth Formation; youthminister@ecclt.org 

Dave Madden, Director of Music; dmadden82@gmail.com 
Lizzie McManus-Dail, Curate; lizzie@ecclt.org 

Paul Johnson, Vicar; paul@ecclt.org 
 

Keeping Advent at Church of the Cross… 
Advent resources can be found online at https://churchofthecrosslaketravis.org/keeping-advent/ 

#Advent Word 

 
 In #Advent Word, we are all invited to respond creatively to Advent in a global, digital Advent 
calendar with the #AdventWord project.  Every day a word is given as a prompt, and how you respond is 
up to you!  You can look to capture a photo that expresses the word, you can share a memory on social 
media that connects with the word, you can doodle the word or do some hand lettering, you can use the 
word as a journal prompt.  There are no wrong ways to practice #AdventWord, and we are invited to 
share our responses on all our social media platforms with the hashtag #Advent Word.  Be sure to tag us! 
 As well, be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram as we will be sharing one-minute 
devotionals everyday based off of the #Advent Word prompts! 
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Advent Devotional Booklet 

 Advent Devotional Booklets are available at the welcome table. 
 

Gifts that Give Back 
Nathan Dungan, an educator on personal finances, claims simply and boldly that how we use our 

money can help change the world.  This year, as we think about our Christmas giving, may we consider 
purchasing gifts from groups that benefit the producer as much as the consumer.  A list of vendors whose 
products build up the communities that produce them can be found in the Advent section at 
www.ecclaketravis.org.   
 

Being with our neighbors during Advent 
 The ECC is partnering with our friends at Partners in Hope to deliver some Christmas cheer to our 
neighbors.  We’ll be putting together some gift bags after worship on Sunday, December 20 and then 
delivering them to our friends that afternoon.  Please keep an eye open for ways to sign up and help! 
 

Pledging at Church of the Cross 
We invite one another to consider prayerfully a financial pledge to the common life of the ECC for 

2021.  Pledge cards are available at the welcome table.  As well, you can make a pledge electronically at 
www.ecclaketravis.org.  Thank you for your support of the community! 
 

Scriptures for Reflection—Advent I 
 

Sunday, November 29:  Mark 12:28037 
Monday, November 30: Psalm 23 
Tuesday, December 1:  Psalm 46 
Wednesday, December 2: Genesis 1:1-13 
Thursday, December 3:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
Friday, December 4:  John 17:6-11 
Saturday, December 5:  Ephesians 3:14-21 
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