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The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Cross is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and soul, 
and strength, and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves.  We are the ECC:  Loving God and our neighbors. 
 
All:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Presider: Blessed be God!  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
People:  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever!  Amen! 
 
Opening Song: Joyful, Joyful 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
Praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 

 
All thy works with joy surround thee, 

Earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Blooming meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

Call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Well-spring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: 
All who live in love are thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 
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Presider: Let us pray:  Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that 
are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith 
our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he 
had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was 
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one 
as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore.’ 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak 
in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city 
for them. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 
 
Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten 
his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle 
of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’ 
 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Message 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
In accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the Community 
 
Prayer Leader:      Good morning, Lord.  We are your people, gathered in prayer, and we love you.  We 
pray for all people in their daily life and work; 
People:                   For family and friends; neighbors and strangers; and all who are alone. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray for this community, the nation, and the world; 
People:                   For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray for the just and proper use of your creation; 
People:                   For those who suffer hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray for all we have promised to pray for; those prayed for by no one else; and all 
who are danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People:                   For all who minister to the sick, the friendless, and those in need. 
 
Prayer Leader:      For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People:                   For all who share the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
Prayer Leader:      For our Bishops, and for the people and purposes of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas; for 
all the local congregations, and the ministries to which you call us; 
People:                   For all who serve you, in the World and in the Church. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray for the students, parents, teachers, staff, and administrators of the Bee Cave 
Elementary School; 
People:                   Build them up, and encourage them, we pray. 
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Prayer Leader:      And now we place before you our own concerns and thanksgivings, either silently or 
aloud… 
An open space to offer our own petitions… 
Prayer Leader:      We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People:                   And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom.  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People:                   Who put their trust in you. 
 
Prayer Leader:      We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
All:                           Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
Presider: Almighty God has mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthens you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace… 
 
The Offering: 
Offerings made by check or in cash may be placed in the offering basket as it comes by.  Offerings can also 
be made by texting ECCLAKETRAVIS with your amount to 73256. 
 
Song of Offering: Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 
Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness, 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 
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Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: With grateful and joyful hearts, Loving God, we again gather at this table.  We thank you 
for how you are always revealing yourself:  in Creation; in the scriptures; through your people, gathered 
and sent; and fully in your Son, Jesus Christ who in his teaching, miracles, and fellowship revealed your 
kingdom; who in the cross makes us right with you, one another, and in our very selves; and who by his 
glorious resurrection opened to all people the way of everlasting life. 
 And so we join the saints and angels proclaiming your glory as we say, 
 
All:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presider: With grateful hearts, Lord God, we bring you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
to be for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
With those throughout the ages who have loved you, and sought you, and followed you, we pray this 
ancient story:  On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Father, we now celebrate the memorial of your Son.  By means of this holy bread and cup, we show forth 
the sacrifice of his death, and proclaim his resurrection, until he comes again. 
 
Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in your Son Jesus Christ.  Make us a living sacrifice of 
praise. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 
 
All:  AMEN! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Presider: Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast!  Alleluia! 
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts, with thanksgiving. 
 
Song during Communion: Bitter/Sweet 
 

You make all things new, you 
You make all things new, you 
You turn the bitter into sweet 

The bitter into sweet 
The bitter into sweet 

You turn the winter into spring 
The winter into spring 
The winter into spring 

 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms;  

O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
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Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms?  
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Prayer of Sending: 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we 
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Song: The River is Here 

Down the mountain, the river flows 
And it brings refreshing wherever it goes 
Through the valleys and over the fields 
The river is rushing and the river is here 

 
The river of God sets our feet to dancing 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 

And we rejoice for the river is here 
 

The river of God is teeming with life 
And all who touch it can be revived 

And those who linger on this river's shore 
Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord 

 
The river of God sets our feet to dancing 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 

And we rejoice for the river is here 
 

Up to the mountain, we love to go 
To find the presence of the Lord 

Along the banks of the river, we run 
We dance with laughter giving praise to the Son 

 
The river of God sets our feet to dancing 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 

And we rejoice for the river is here 
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Dismissal:   
Presider: Alleluia, Alleluia!  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*** 
 

The Episcopal Church of the Cross 
www.ecclaketravis.org; www.facebook.com/ecclaketravis; 512-695-2803 

The People of Church of the Cross, Ministers of the Gospel 
The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, Bishop; Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher and the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan, Bishops Suffragan; The Rt. 

Rev. Hector Monterroso, Bishop Assistant 
Niki Taylor-Jeff, Office Administrator; office@ecclt.org; Dave Madden, Director of Music; 
dmadden82@gmail.com; Mary Allen Smith, Minister of Children’s and Youth Formation; 

formation@ecclt.org; Paul Johnson, Vicar; paul@ecclt.org  
 

Welcome to Church of the Cross! 
If you’re with Church of the Cross for the first time today, or close to the first time, please scan the code 

to let us know you’ve been with the community this day!  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


