Episcopal Church of the Cross

I I Bishop Doyle’s Visitation
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
CHURCH 9:30 AM; February 23, 2025
of ie CROSS Ecclaketravis.org

Episcopal 512-261-4300

Welcome to Church of the Cross!
We are glad you’re here. If you would like to learn more about the life and future of Church of the
Cross, please scan the code below, or talk with the clergy after worship, and we’ll be in touch with you.
Thank you!

The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Cross is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and soul,
and strength, and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves. We are the ECC: Loving God and our neighbors.

Opening Song: We Gather Together

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
Sing praises to his Name; he forgets not his own.

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning:
Thou, Lord, was at our side: all glory be thine!

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation escape tribulation:

Thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!



Bishop: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Bishop: There is one Body and one Spirit;

People: There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Bishop: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People: One God and Father of all.

Bishop: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Bishop: Let us pray: O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth

nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond
of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for the
sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Children’s Message
The First Reading: | Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’ Fool! What you sow
does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a
bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each
kind of seed its own body.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written,
‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of
dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is
the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust,
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Song: In Christ There is No East or West

In Christ there is no east or west,
In him no south or north,
But one great fellowship of love
Thru'out the whole wide Earth.

In him shall true hearts ev'rywhere
Their high communion find.



His service is the golden cord
Close binding humankind

Join hands, then, children of the faith,
Whate'er your race may be!
Who serves my Father as a child
Is surely kin to me.

The Gospel:  Luke 6:27-38

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, ‘Il say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have
them do to you.

‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,

running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.’

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Message

Confirmation

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Bishop: The Candidates will now be presented.

Presenters: We present Charlotte and Elizabeth Ahrendt for Confirmation.
Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

Candidate: I do.

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

Candidate: I do, and with God's grace | will follow him as my Savior and Lord.
Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power

to support these persons in their life in Christ?



People: We will!

Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant.

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?

People: | will, with God's help.

Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People: | will, with God's help.

Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?

People: | will, with God's help.

Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself?

People: | will, with God's help.



Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

People: | will, with God's help.

Prayers for the Candidates
Bishop: Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.
Leader: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and

death.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy
Church.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin

and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your

Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in

these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their
Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to

perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ

your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confirmation

The Bishop lays hands upon each candidate and says
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace,
that she may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in
your Holy Spirit more and more, until she comes to your
everlasting kingdom. Amen.

The Bishop concludes with this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of



your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Bishop: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace...

The Offering: The offering today is given to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. Offerings can be made
through cash, check, or by texting ECCLAKETRAVIS with your desired amount to 73256.

Offertory Song: | Am The Bread of Life

| am the Bread of life,

He who comes to Me shall not hunger,
He who believes in Me shall not thirst.
No one can come to Me
Unless the Father draw him.

And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up on the last day.

The bread that | will give
Is My flesh for the life of the world,
And he who eats of this bread,
He shall live for ever,
He shall live for ever.

And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up on the last day.

Yes, Lord, we believe
That You are the Christ,
The Son of God
Who has come
Into the world.

And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up,
And | will raise him up on the last day.



The Great Thanksgiving

Bishop: The Lord be with you
People: And also with you.

Bishop: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds:
Bishop: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole

world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
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This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior

Christ has taught us,

we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Bishop: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
People: Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
Bishop: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you, and feed on him in your hearts, with thanksgiving.
Please come forward to receive communion.
Song during Communion: House of God Forever
God is my shepherd
| won't be wanting; | won't be wanting

He makes me rest
In fields of green, with quiet streams



Even though | walk
through the valley of death and dying
| will not fear
‘Cause you are with me; you are with me

Your shepherd's staff comforts me
You are my feast
In the presence of enemies
Surely goodness will follow me
Follow me; in the house of God forever

God is my shepherd
| won't be wanting; | won't be wanting
He makes me rest
In fields of green, by quiet streams

Even while I'm walking
Through the valley; of death and dying
| will not fear
‘Cause you are with me; you're always with me

Your shepherd's staff comforts me
You are my feast
In the presence of enemies
Surely goodness will follow me
Follow me; in the house of God forever

Post Communion Prayer
Bishop: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing



Closing Song: See What a Morning

See, what a morning, gloriously bright,
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light,
As the angels announce, “Christ is risen!”
See God’s salvation plan,

Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
Fulfilled in Christ, the man,

For he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

See Mary weeping, “Where is he laid?”
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name;

It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!
The voice that spans the years,
Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us,
Will sound till he appears,

For he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

One with the Father, Ancient of Days,
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty.
Honor and blessing, glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority!
And we are raised with him,

Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered;
And we shall reign with him,

For he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

Dismissal
Bishop: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Episcopal Church of the Cross
www.ecclaketravis.org; www.facebook.com/ecclaketravis; 512-261-4300
The People of Church of the Cross, Ministers of the Gospel
The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, Bishop; the Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher and the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan, Bishops Suffragan; The
Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso and the Rt. Rev. Brian Seage, Bishop Assistants
Jesse Johnson, Office Administrator; office@ecclt.org
Dave Madden, Director of Music; dmadden82@gmail.com
Mary Allen Smith, Minister of Children’s and Youth Formation; formation@ecclt.org
The Rev. Nathan Speck-Ewer, Long Term Supply Priest; nathanse@gmail.com
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Looking Ahead...

Wednesday, March 5th—Ash Wednesday
Prayer and Imposition of Ashes
At 12pm and 7pm @ the Church of the Cross

Sunday, April 13th—Palm Sunday
9:30am

Thursday, April 17t"—Maundy Thursday service with Footwashing (optional)
7pm @ Church of the Cross

Friday, April 18™--Good Friday Stations of the Cross
3PM @ the land location

Sunday, April 20th—Easter Sunday
9:30a
@ the land location
Rain location/Plan B: Church of the Cross
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