Episcopal Church of the Cross

I I 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 9:30
AM; February 1st, 2026
C H U RC H Ecclaketravis.org

OF THE CROSS

The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Cross is to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, and soul, and strength, and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves. We are the ECC:
Loving God and our neighbors.

Church of the Cross Welcomes You!
If you're with Church of the Cross for the first time today, or close to the first time,

please feel free to scan the code below so our clergy can welcome you personally.

Thank you!

Welcome
Opening Song “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (Hymn 423)

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not,
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.



Refrain:
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided,
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness,

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

Celebrant ~ Blessed be God! Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever! Amen!

Celebrant ~ Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant ~ Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and
on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people; and in our time grant us
your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

Children’s Message and Prayer



Then, one or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying
A Reading from the Book of Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the Lord says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you! Answer me!

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

and I sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and Miriam.

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

“With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God!



The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Song “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (LEVAS #1)
Written by: James Weldon Johnson (1900)

Lift ev'ry voice and sing
till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise
high as the list'ning skies;
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun
of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
bitter the chast'ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died.

Yet with a steady beat,

have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path thru' the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
till now we stand at last

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,
Thou who hast by thy might
led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee.



Shadowed beneath thy hand,

may we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 5:1-12
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Message

On Sundays and other Major Feasts, there follows, all standing

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,



the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.



Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Celebrant ~ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us
by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant ~ Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Celebrant ~ The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace...

The Offering

Offerings made by check or in cash may be placed in the offering basket near the back of the
worship service. Offerings can also be made by texting ECCLAKETRAVIS with your amount
to 73256.

Offering Song “All Creatures of our God and King” (Hymn 400)

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voices, let us sing:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Bright burning sun with golden beams,
pale silver moon that gently gleams,



O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Great rushing winds and breezes sofft,
you clouds that ride the heavens alofft,
O praise him, Alleluia!

Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice,
stars nightly shining, find a voice,
Refrain

Swift flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for your Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!

Fire, so intense and fiercely bright,
you give to us both warmth and light,

Refrain
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is a right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery
of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give
the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.



Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant ~ Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant ~ We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer
you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever.

All AMEN!

Celebrant ~ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!

People Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with Thanksgiving.

Please come forward to receive communion.
Songs during Communion

“Down to the River to Pray”

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?!
Good Lord show me the way

O sisters, let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O sisters, let's go down
Down in the river to pray
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As [ went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe and crown!?
Good Lord show me the way

“How Firm a Foundation” (Hymn 637)
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid,;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous,
omnipotent hand.

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee
overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy
supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose,
[ will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayer of Sending

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Song “Rise up, Ye Saints of God!” (Hymn 551)
Rise up, ye saints of God!
Have done with lesser things,
give heart and soul and mind and strength
to serve the King of kings.

Rise up, ye saints of God!
His kingdom tarries long:
Lord, bring the day of truth and love
and end the night of wrong.

Lift high the cross of Christ!
Tread where his feet have trod;
and quickened by the Spirit's power,
rise up, ye saints of God!

Dismissal

Celebrant ~ Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Small Groups

Common Threads~ Tuesday, February 3, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM Common Threads is a group at
the ECCLT who meet weekly to knit and do other kinds of handwork. The group meets
Tuesday evenings at the church from 6-8pm. Gatherings begin with sharing a meal. Please
bring something to share! All are welcome and you don’t have to know how to knit or crochet!
We have lefties and righties who can teach you. If you are new to knitting, we have supplies to
share to get you started. Contact person Judy Cariker mailto:jhcariker@gmail.com

Men’s Morning Fellowship- Friday, February 6 at Rosie's Tamale House 13436 W Highway 71,
Bee Cave 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM Gather for fellowship, to share a meal, and dwell in the
scriptures. Anyone wanting an update can reach out to Leigh Cariker at 817-313-8290 Men’s
Group (meeting information and summary and contact person)

Community Garden Planning Meeting
The Community Garden Group will meet via Zoom on Monday February 2nd at 7-8pm. Please
email Judy Cariker at jhcariker@gmail.com if you would like the link to this meeting.

**Prayer requests and requests for lay pastoral care may be sent to
churchofthecrosslaketravis@gmail.com. Please specify if you would like your request to be
confidential.

*kh*%

The Episcopal Church of the Cross

www.ecclaketravis.org; www.facebook.com/ecclaketravis

The People of Church of the Cross, Ministers of the Gospel

The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, Bishop; Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher and the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan,
Bishops Suffragan; The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso, Bishop Assistant
The Rev. Christine Brunson, Vicar: christine@ecclt.org
Jesse Johnson, Office Administrator: office@ecclt.org
Dave Madden, Director of Music: dmadden82@gmail.com
Mary Allen Smith, Minister of Children’s and Youth Formation:
maryallensmith4@icloud.com
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