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The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Cross is to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, and soul, and strength, and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves.  We are the ECC:  
Loving God and our neighbors. 
 

Church of the Cross Welcomes You! 
If you’re with Church of the Cross for the first time today, or close to the first time, 

please feel free to scan the code below so our clergy can welcome you personally.  
Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Song                  “We Gather Together” 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God!  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
People  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever!  Amen! 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
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Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you.  

 
Celebrant Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and 
love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister 
your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 
 
Children’s Message and Prayer 
 
Then, one or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 
 
A Reading from Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) 
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three 
men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 
entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My 
lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water 
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me 
bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you 
may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as 
you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 
cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in 
the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and 
your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent 
entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in 
age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah 
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laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is 
old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 
laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is 
anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, 
in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I 
did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

[The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as 
he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised 
his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears 
will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in 
his old age.”]  

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Song           “It is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 
 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease 
and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest.” 
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Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, 
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere 
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 
news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; 
give without payment. [Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no 
bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 
deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it 
is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. 
If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, 
let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to 
your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or 
town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise 
as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you 
over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 
Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to 
speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you 
at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father 
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, 
flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the 
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts, there follows, all standing 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



 

6 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Celebrant 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 
your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 
and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 
loves us. 

Silence 
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Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
People  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us 
by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace… 
 
The Offering 
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Offerings made by check or in cash may be placed in the offering basket near the back of the 
worship service. Offerings can also be made by texting ECCLAKETRAVIS with your amount 
to 73256. 
 
Offering Song    “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
The Doxology 
  
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is a right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source 
of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name: 
 
All  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
People  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 
you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. 
 
All  AMEN! 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast!  Alleluia! 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with Thanksgiving. 
 
Please come forward to receive communion. 
 
Song during Communion             “I Am The Bread of Life” 

 
“This is the Day” 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Sending 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to 
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we 
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
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Closing Song             “Amazing Grace” 
 
Dismissal  
 
Celebrant Our worship is over, but our service has just begun. Let us go in peace 
to love and serve the Lord!Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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maryallensmith4@icloud.com 
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